THE CHURCH

O God in Whom All Life Begins 308
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1 0O God in whom all life be-gins, who births the seed to fruit,
2 U - nite in mu - tual min-is- try our minds and hands and hearts
3 Through tears and laugh-ter, grief and joy, en - large our trust and care;
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be - stow your bless-ing on our lives; here let your love find root.
that we may have the grace to seek the power your peace im -parts.
so bind us in com-mu-ni -ty that we may risk and dare.
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Bring forth in wus the Spir - it's gifts of pa-tience, joy, and peace;

So let our var-ied gifts com-bine to glo - ri - fy your Name
Be with us when we gath - er here to wor-ship, sing, and pray;
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de - liv-er wus from numb-ing fear, and grant our faith in-crease.
that in all things by = word and deed we may your love pro-claim.
then send us forth in  power and faith to  live the words we say.
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Although it was written for the installation of a pastor, this text is really about the mutual ministry shared
by all members of a worshiping community, both when they are gathered and when they go forth into the
world. The tune used here may have Christmas associations for some.

TEXT: Carl P. Daw Jr., 1990 NOEL
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