Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 444
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1 “For - give our sins as we for- give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray,
2 How can your par - don reachand bless the un - for-giv-ing heart
3 In  blaz-ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim -1y knew:
4 Lord, cleanse the depths with-in ~ our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease.
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
what triv - ial debts are owed to us, how great our debt to you!

Then, by your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Few petitions of the Lord’s Prayer are as difficult to pray as this one, and we would not dare to pray it if we
had to depend on ourselves rather than the example of forgiveness we are given in Jesus Christ. The shape
note tune sets these words with appropriate spareness.
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