FORGIVENESS

445  God, How Can We Forgive
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1 God, how can we for - give when bonds of love are torn?
2 When we have missed the mark, and tears of an-guish flow,
3 Who dares to throw the stone to damn an-oth-er’s sin,
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How can we rise and start a - new, our trust re - born?
how can you still re - lease our guilt, the debt we  owe?
when you, while know-ing all our past, for-give a - gain?
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When hu -man lov - ing fails and ev - ery hope is gone,
The o - cean depth of grace  sur - pass-es all our needs.
No more we play the judge, for by your grace we live.
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your love gives strength be - yond our own to face the dawn.
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This text reflects both the struggle to deal with a deep personal hurt and a keen awareness of biblical

language and content. The opening line of stanza two, for example, draws on the root meaning of the Greek
word for sin, and the beginning of stanza three alludes to John 8:3-8.
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