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Making Room for Advent: Discovering the Sacred Rhythm of the Church 

Saturday, October 3, 2026, 11:30-6:30 @ Priest Field Retreat Center, 4030 

Middleway Pike, Kearneysville, WV: www.priestfield.org 

What if Advent didn’t have to arrive with a rush? 

The Church Year offers us a different way of experiencing time—a sacred rhythm that 

invites us to remember, to prepare, to notice, and to participate. Through the seasons of 

the church, we tell and retell the story of Jesus, remembering our way back while 

simultaneously living our way forward into the life of faith. 

During this day-long retreat, Making Room for Advent, we’ll slow down and explore 

what it means to live intentionally within this sacred rhythm. Rather than simply 

consuming another Christmas season, we’ll consider how we can become active 

participants in Advent—preparing our hearts, our homes, and our church community for 

what is coming. 

Through Scripture, poetry, story, imaginative and contemplative practices, journaling, 

guided reflection, and shared food, we’ll be invited to explore the relationship between 

sacred time and the seasons of our own lives.  

Together, we’ll reflect on our own seasons of life, make space for quiet and 

contemplation, and consider what it means to prepare for a season of birth, along with 

the Advent themes of hope, peace, joy and love. We’ll explore how preparing before 

the season arrives can help us enter Christmas less distracted, less overwhelmed, and 

more attentive to the gifts that are already waiting for us. 

And you won’t leave empty-handed. 

You’ll receive a journal and pen to continue the practice of intentional reflection, share 

a light meal and communion, and enjoy a little chocolate along the way. Most 

importantly, you’ll leave with practices and a renewed sense of how to make room for 

sacred time—not only for Advent, but for the seasons of faith and life that follow. 

Come make room. Come slow down. Come prepare. Come discover the sacred 

rhythm already waiting for you. 

 

Notes: Looking to offer not simply a class about the church year—also an invitation to 

experience time differently: to slow down, pay attention, prepare rather than react, and 

enter Advent with intention. 

 



SPC	‘s	Hospitality	Team	invites	you	to	the	annual	PICNIC	

Sunday	September	13,	2026	

3-	6	PM	

				Morgan’s	Grove	Park	Pavilion	
	

• Please	bring	a	veggie,	fruit,	or	side	dish	to	share.		

• DO	NOT	bring	a	dessert!!!!!	

• Garden	bouquets	to	adorn	our	tables	are	always	appreciated.	

• Paper	goods,	utensils,	fried	chicken,	and	drinks	will	be	provided.	

	

Did	somebody	say	ICE	CREAM?!?!?!!!!	

DO	NOT	bring	a	dessert!	Back	by	popular	demand,	we	will	have	an	ice	cream	

sundae	bar	to	top	off	our	picnic.					

	

	

MEMORIES	

Extending	the	SPC	Timeline	project,	our	entertainment	will	be	YOU,	sharing	

details	of	the	memory	tags	you	placed	on	our	timeline.	No	need	to	sign	up	or	

prepare	ahead	of	time,	and	no	pressure	to	speak,	we	will	guide	you	through	the	

easy	process	at	the	picnic.	

	

We	will	finish	up	the	party	with	our	annual	balloon	toss—fun	for	all	ages.	

	

Have	questions	or	want	to	help?	Reach	out	to	Mary	Ellen	Lloyd	at	

mewlloyd@gmail.com	or	304-261-6771	
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