
SH
EPH

ERD
STO

W
N

 PRESBYTERIAN
 CH

URCH
100 W

. W
ash

in
g

to
n

 Street •
 P

O
 B

o
x 268, Sh

ep
h

erd
sto

w
n

, W
est V

irg
in

ia 25443 •
 304-876-6466

ofÏ
ce@shepherdstow

npresbyterian.org • w
w

w.shepherdstow
npresbyterian.org

Rev. Gusti Linnea N
ew

quist (she/her) • gusti@shepherdstow
npresbyterian.org

C
h

rista Jo
y

ce (sh
e/

h
er) Director of Children and Youth Form

ation • christa@shepherdstow
npresbyterian.org 

Sheila M
elendez (she/her) Choir Director • sheilam

elendez@shepherdstow
npresbyterian.org

Tw
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                        Septem

ber 20, 2026
O

rd
in

ary
 T

im
e 

 
 

               
 

 
 

 
11:00 a.m

.
S

h
ep

h
erd

sto
w

n
 P

resb
y

teria
n

 C
h

u
rch

: A
n

 In
clu

sive S
piritu

al C
om

m
u

n
ity. W

e 
w

elco
m

e all w
h

o
 lo

n
g

 fo
r m

ean
in

g
, h

o
p

e, an
d

 b
elo

n
g

in
g

. O
u

r faith
 &

 p
ractice 

are ro
o

ted
 in

 th
e w

ay
 o

f Jesu
s an

d
 en

rich
ed

 b
y

 w
isd

o
m

 fro
m

 all so
u

rces. W
e 

are co
m

m
itted

 to
 b

ein
g

 an
d

 b
eco

m
in

g
 p

eo
p

le o
f rad

ical co
m

p
assio

n
, w

o
rk

in
g

 
fo

r ju
stice an

d
 w

h
o

len
ess in

 o
u

rselv
es an

d
 th

e w
o

rld
.

S
H

E
P

H
ERD

STO
W

N
 PRESBYTERIAN

 CH
URCH

E
stab

lish
ed

 1
7

4
3

R
ad

ical H
osp

itality
 •

 H
olistic S

p
iritu

ality
 •

 E
n

g
ag

ed
 C

om
p

assion
W

e C
h

oose W
elcom

e

Sunday,  Septem
ber 20 

E
xodu

s 16:2-15  P
salm

 105:1-6, 37-45 P
salm

 145:1-8 M
atthew

 20:1-16 
    8:30 a.m

.  E
arly

 Serv
ice o

f W
o

rsh
ip

 – San
ctu

ary
    9:30 a.m

.  Su
n

d
ay

 Sem
in

ar – F
ello

w
sh

ip
 H

all/
Z

o
o

m
  11:00 a.m

.  Serv
ice o

f W
o

rsh
ip

 – San
ctu

ary
/

Z
o

o
m

 
   

         Su
n

d
ay

 Stu
d

io
 P

ro
g

ram
 – C

h
ild

ren
 K

-5th
 G

rad
e – C

lassro
o

m
 2

Tuesday, Septem
ber 22

   7:00 p
.m

.  T
h

e L
ib

eratin
g

 W
o

rd
: A

 B
ib

lical O
v

erv
iew

 fo
r P

ro
g

ressiv
es  –  

  
     

        
 

         F
ello

w
sh

ip
 H

all/
Z

o
o

m
 

W
ednesday, Septem

ber 23
   6:30 p

.m
.  C

h
o

ir R
eh

earsal – C
h

o
ir ro

o
m

Saturday, Septem
ber 26

   1:30 p
.m

.  Y
arn

s &
 T

h
read

s G
ro

u
p

 – F
ello

w
sh

ip
 H

all

Sunday,  Septem
ber 27 

E
zekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 P

salm
 25:1-9  P

hilippian
s 2:1-13 M

atthew
 21:23-32

    8:30 a.m
.  E

arly
 Serv

ice o
f W

o
rsh

ip
 – San

ctu
ary

    9:30 a.m
.  Su

n
d

ay
 Sem

in
ar – F

ello
w

sh
ip

 H
all/

Z
o

o
m

  11:00 a.m
.  Serv

ice o
f W

o
rsh

ip
 – San

ctu
ary

/
Z

o
o

m
 

   
         Su

n
d

ay
 Stu

d
io

 P
ro

g
ram

 – C
h

ild
ren

 K
-5th

 G
rad

e – C
lassro

o
m

 2  
 12:30 p

.m
.  P

erso
n

n
el C

o
m

m
ittee M

eetin
g

 – C
lassro

o
m

 1  

 

riv
e

rs

ev
ery

 riv
er 

h
as a n

am
e 

an
d

 carv
es its o

w
n

 p
ath

 

cu
ttin

g
 u

n
iq

u
e sh

ap
es 

in
to

 su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 ro

ck
s 

scu
lp

tin
g

 a p
ictu

re o
f its life 

n
o

 tw
o

 are th
e sam

e

 b
u

t ev
ery

 riv
er

flow
s into the ocean 

co
n

n
ected

X
a

v
ie

r H
e

rso
m

RED
 RIBBO

N
 RITUAL. In

 a n
o

d
 to

 o
u

r C
o

m
m

itm
en

t to
 H

o
listic Sp

iritu
ality, to

d
ay

 
w

e m
ark

 th
e last Su

n
d

ay
 o

f Su
m

m
er. U

p
o

n
 th

e co
n

clu
sio

n
 o

f o
u

r w
o

rsh
ip

 serv
ice, 

th
e co

n
g

reg
atio

n
 is in

v
ited

 to
 recess to

 th
e fro

n
t step

s, d
an

cin
g

 to
 th

e recessio
n

al, 
w

av
in

g
 th

eir red
 rib

b
o

n
s, an

d
 w

elco
m

in
g

 th
e ch

an
g

e o
f seaso

n
s. P

lease tie y
o

u
r red

 
ribbons alongside the yellow

 ribbons placed along the front gates from
 last Sunday’s 

Y
ello

w
 R

ib
b

o
n

 R
itu

al.



P
re

a
ch

e
r

R
ev. G

u
sti L

in
n

ea N
ew

q
u

ist

A
ssista

n
ts

E
rin

 Sn
o

o
k

M
ay

a R
eb

o
llo

-Sn
o

o
k

N
o

ra R
eb

o
llo

-Sn
o

o
k

D
ian

a E
ld

rid
g

e

Percussion, O
ffertory

Terry
 Tu

ck
er

A
cco

m
p

a
n

ist
Sam

 Jan
n

o
tta

T
e

ch
 S

u
p

p
o

rt
M

ark
 N

u
tw

ell

T
H

E
 F

O
N

T
 O

F
 ID

E
N

T
IT

Y

†
 †

 †

In
tro

it (2x
)

G
od

 w
elcom

es all, stran
g

ers an
d

 frien
d

s. 
G

od
’s lov

e is stron
g

 an
d

 it n
ev

er en
d

s. 

P
ro

cla
m

a
tio

n
In

 life an
d

 d
eath

 w
e b

elo
n

g
 to

 G
o

d
.

T
h

ro
u

g
h

 th
e g

race o
f o

u
r L

o
rd

 Jesu
s C

h
rist,

th
e lo

v
e o

f G
o

d
, an

d
 th

e co
m

m
u

n
io

n
 o

f th
e H

o
ly

 S
p

irit,
w

e tru
st in

 th
e o

n
e triu

n
e G

o
d

, w
h

o
m

 alo
n

e w
e w

o
rsh

ip
 an

d
 serv

e.

B
a

p
tism

a
l B

le
ssin

g
 

*H
ym

n 70 (7x
)

W
h

at d
oes th

e L
ord

 requ
ire of y

ou
?

W
h

at d
oes th

e L
ord

 requ
ire of y

ou
?

 (R
ep

eat)
T

o seek ju
stice, an

d
 lov

e kin
d

n
ess, 

an
d

 w
alk h

u
m

bly
 w

ith
 y

ou
r G

od
. (R

ep
eat)

Prayer for W
holeness (see in

sert)

 *Response 577 (2x
)

K
y

rie eleison
. K

y
rie eleison

. K
y

rie eleison
. K

y
rie eleison

.

D
eclaration of G

race and G
ratitude 

*Response 587
A

llelu
ia! A

llelu
ia! A

llelu
ia! A

llelu
ia!

*P
a

ssin
g

 th
e

 P
e

a
ce

 

Blessing the W
orld

B
an

g
lad

esh
, B

h
u

tan
, N

ep
al

Response 487, v. 1
T

h
ese treasu

red
 ch

ild
ren

 p
resen

t n
ow

 are bou
n

d
 to u

s by
 sacred

 v
ow

: 
w

ith
 lov

e w
e m

ake a h
eartfelt claim

 to w
elcom

e th
em

 in
 Jesu

s’ n
am

e. 

F
irst P

e
w

 

Response 487, v. 4
C

om
e, H

oly
 S

p
irit, h

elp
 u

s be a n
u

rtu
rin

g
 com

m
u

n
ity

; 
em

p
ow

er u
s to realize G

od
’s kin

-d
om

 th
rou

g
h

 ou
r ch

ild
ren

’s ey
es. 

W
elcom

e and Parish Life 
TH

E W
O

RD
 O

F H
O

PE

 †
 †

 †

Reading
Interlude

“S
h

all W
e G

ath
er at th

e R
iv

er”

Lesson
M

icah
 6:1-4, 6-8

S
e

rm
o

n
“H

O
L

IS
T

IC
 S

P
IR

IT
U

A
L

IT
Y

 —
 E

v
ery

th
in

g
 B

elo
n

g
s”

*Affirm
ation (see in

sert)

*H
ym

n
 372

“O
 fo

r a W
o

rld
”

TH
E BREAD

 O
F LIFE

†
 †

 †
 

Prayer for O
thers

O
ffering O

ur G
ifts

O
ffertory

“N
eed

 It, N
eed

 It”

†
 †

 †

Red Ribbon Ritual
*A

ccla
m

a
tio

n
W

ith
 b

eliev
ers in

 ev
ery

 tim
e an

d
 p

lace
w

e rejo
ice th

at n
o

th
in

g
 in

 life o
r in

 d
eath

can
 sep

arate u
s fro

m
 th

e lo
v

e o
f G

o
d

in
 C

h
rist Jesu

s, o
u

r L
o

rd
.

*Postlude
“Sep

tem
b

er,” E
arth, W

in
d, an

d F
ire

Ju
st as a reserv

o
ir is o

f little 
u

se w
h

en
 th

e w
h

o
le 

countryside is flooded, 
scrip

tu
res are o

f little u
se 

to
 th

e illu
m

in
ed

 m
an

 o
r 

w
o

m
an

, w
h

o
 sees th

e L
o

rd
 

ev
ery

w
h

ere. 
              Bhagavad G

ita 2:46

  *P
lease rise in

 b
o

d
y

 an
d

 sp
irit.

  Serm
ons &

 Inform
ation

 sh
ep

h
erd

sto
w

n
p

resb
y

terian
.o

rg

+H
ym

ns rep
rin

ted
 w

ith
 p

erm
issio

n
 

 O
n

eL
icen

se.co
m

 #
A

-007343. A
ll rig

h
ts reserv

ed
.

Prayer for W
holeness, 

AfÏ
rm

ation
B

ased
 o

n
 th

e 
SP

C
 Sessio

n
 Statem

en
t

Lesson Translation
N

ew
 R

ev
ised

 
Stan

d
ard

 V
ersio

n
, 

To O
ur G

uests
W

e 
are 

g
lad

 
y

o
u

 
are 

w
ith

 
u

s. 
P

lease 
sig

n
 

th
e 

g
u

est 
b

o
o

k
 b

y
 th

e fro
n

t d
o

o
r an

d
 

fill in a visitor’s card from
 

th
e 

p
ew

 
p

o
ck

et. 
A

fter 
th

e 
serv

ice en
jo

y
 a cu

p
 o

f fair 
trade coffee w

ith friends in 
th

e F
ello

w
sh

ip
 H

all.

In
 th

e ev
en

in
g

 q
u

ails cam
e 

u
p

 an
d

 co
v

ered
 th

e cam
p

, 
an

d
 in

 th
e m

o
rn

in
g

 th
ere 

w
as a lay

er o
f d

ew
 aro

u
n

d
 

th
e cam

p
.          Exodus 16:13

T
h

ey
 ask

ed
, an

d
 h

e b
ro

u
g

h
t 

q
u

ails an
d

 g
av

e th
em

 fo
o

d
 

fro
m

 h
eav

en
 in

 ab
u

n
d

an
ce.

                           Psalm
 105:40

L
iv

e y
o

u
r life in

 a m
an

n
er 

w
o

rth
y

 o
f th

e g
o

sp
el o

f 
C

h
rist.         Philippians 1:27

“So the last w
ill be first, and 

the first w
ill be last.” 

                        M
atthew

 20:16





”
S

P
C

 S
ta

te
m

e
n

t o
f F

a
ith

”

S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r W

o
rsh

ip
 w

ith
 S

P
C

P
asto

r G
u

sti w
ill refl

ect o
n

 th
e th

em
es exp

ressed
 

in
 th

e SP
C

 Statem
en

t o
f F

aith
 

d
rafted

 b
y

 th
e Sessio

n
 w

h
ile sh

e w
as o

n
 sab

b
atical

S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r 1

3
 (K

ick
o

ff Su
n

d
ay

)

R
A

D
IC

A
L

 H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
IT

Y
:

W
e
 C

h
o

o
se

 W
e
lco

m
e

Jo
h

n
 6:37

S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r 2

0

H
O

L
IS

T
IC

 S
P

IR
IT

U
A

L
IT

Y
:

E
v

e
ry

th
in

g
 B

e
lo

n
g

s

M
icah

 6:8 

S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r 2

7

E
N

G
A

G
E

D
 C

O
M

P
A

S
S

IO
N

:

G
o

d
 Is L

o
v

e

1 Jo
h

n
 4:16

P
ra

y
e
r fo

r W
h

o
le

n
e
ss

In
 th

is tim
e o

f n
atio

n
al an

d
 in

tern
atio

n
al 

d
iv

isio
n

, d
istru

st, an
d

 d
esp

air, 

w
e affi

rm
 th

e co
re v

alu
es —

 

R
ad

ical H
o

sp
itality, 

H
o

listic Sp
iritu

ality

an
d

 E
n

g
ag

ed
 C

o
m

p
assio

n
 —

 

th
at d

riv
e th

is co
n

g
reg

atio
n

 

as w
e w

alk
 in

 th
e W

ay
 an

d
 th

e Sp
irit o

f Jesu
s. 

A
s th

e w
o

rld
 aro

u
n

d
 u

s ch
an

g
es 

an
d

 lo
o

k
s less lik

e th
e b

elo
v

ed
 co

m
m

u
n

ity, 

w
e affi

rm
 th

at o
u

r v
alu

es, 

g
ro

u
n

d
ed

 in
 o

u
r faith

, 

w
ill n

o
t ch

an
g

e. 

To
 p

arap
h

rase M
artin

 L
u

th
er, 

“H
ere w

e stan
d

. W
e can

 d
o

 n
o

 o
th

er.”

S
P

C
 S

ta
te

m
e
n

t o
f F

a
ith



A
ffi

rm
a
tio

n

W
e b

eliev
e th

at th
e W

ay
 o

f Jesu
s 

is a p
ath

 o
f tran

sfo
rm

atio
n

, 

an
d

 th
at d

o
u

b
t an

d
 q

u
estio

n
s 

are essen
tial to

 faith
. 

W
e are o

n
 a jo

u
rn

ey
 o

f d
isco

v
ery. 

W
e em

b
race m

u
ltip

le 

w
isd

o
m

 trad
itio

n
s an

d
 so

u
rces, 

b
eliev

in
g

 th
at th

e tru
th

s 

o
f m

an
y

 o
th

er faith
 trad

itio
n

s 

g
iv

e fu
rth

er d
ep

th
 an

d
 m

ean
in

g
 to

 o
u

r o
w

n
. 

T
h

is v
alu

e is u
n

d
er attack

 

in
 o

u
r cu

rren
t n

atio
n

al en
v

iro
n

m
en

t, 

w
h

ere C
h

ristian
 N

atio
n

alism
 p

ro
m

o
tes 

a n
arro

w
 v

iew
 o

f th
e C

h
ristian

 faith
, 

d
em

o
n

izin
g

 C
h

ristian
 an

d
 o

th
er trad

itio
n

s 

w
h

ere th
e u

n
d

erstan
d

in
g

 o
f faith

 

d
iffers fro

m
 th

eirs. 

A
s p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 w

alk
 

in
 th

e W
ay

 an
d

 in
 th

e Sp
irit o

f Jesu
s, 

w
e at Sh

ep
h

erd
sto

w
n

 P
resb

y
terian

 C
h

u
rch

 

are co
m

m
itted

 to
 en

g
ag

in
g

 w
ith

 th
o

se o
f 

o
th

er faith
 trad

itio
n

s th
at sh

are o
u

r co
re v

alu
es. 

W
e in

v
ite co

n
v

ersatio
n

 an
d

 co
llab

o
ratio

n
 

w
ith

 In
terfaith

 p
artn

ers 

w
h

o
, jo

in
in

g
 w

ith
 u

s, m
ay

 sp
eak

 as o
n

e, 

u
n

ited
 in

 lo
v

e to
 d

o
 ju

stice fo
r all.  

T
h

is w
e
 d

e
cla

re
 to

 th
e
 w

o
rld

 w
e
 liv

e
 in

.



The Liberating Word:

A Biblical Overview for Progressives

Led by Pastor Gusti, 7-8:30pm, selected Tuesdays

Learn why Archbishop Desmond Tutu, pastor of the anti-apartheid struggle, says, 

The most dangerous thing people in power can do — if they want to keep their power — 

is put the Bible in the hands of people they are oppressing. 

The oppressed will find a God who seeks their liberation!

This course offers an overview of the Bible through the lens of collective liberation. 

There is no requirement to attend all of the sessions or do any “pre-work,” 

but those who do so will receive the most benefit. 

Likewise, there is no required textbook. 

However, those who wish to engage the texts will receive the most benefit: 

Erlander, Daniel. Manna and Mercy: A Brief History of God’s Unfolding Plan to Mend the Entire Universe

The Bible. The HarperCollins Study Bible NRSV or the translation of your choice

SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE, 7-8:30pm, Fellowship Hall and Zoom

(Contact church office for link, Pre-Work Materials, and/or full syllabus)

Each session includes three options of Pre-Work, non of which is required.

1. Overview for those who don’t have much time. 

2. Dipping In for those who have a little bit of time. 

3. The Whole Enchilada for those who want a robust background to the theme of the week.

September 22: How We Read the Bible

1. Overview of Presbyterian Guidelines

2. Presbyterian Understanding and Use of Holy Scripture

3. “The Authority of Scripture,” Faith Seeking Understanding by Daniel Migliore

September 29: Beginnings

1. Erlander, Chapter One

2. Genesis 1-2:4a and/or Genesis 2:4b-25; Genesis 3:1-7 and/or Genesis 6:5-7; Genesis 9:8-17

3. Genesis 1-9 and reading on “Adam and Eve”



N
O

M
IN

A
T

IO
N

S
!

T
h

e N
o

m
in

atin
g

 C
o

m
m

ittee seek
s y

o
u

r in
p

u
t fo

r w
h

o
 

to
 co

n
sid

er as u
p

co
m

in
g

 R
u

lin
g

 E
ld

ers an
d

 D
eaco

n
 

Sh
ep

h
erd

s.

R
u

lin
g E

lders are p
eo

p
le o

f w
isd

o
m

 an
d

 m
atu

rity
 o

f 

faith
 ch

o
sen

 b
y

 th
e co

n
g

reg
atio

n
 to

 d
iscern

 an
d

 

m
easu

re its fi
d

elity
 to

 th
e W

o
rd

 o
f G

o
d

, an
d

 to
 

stren
g

th
en

 an
d

 n
u

rtu
re its faith

 an
d

 life. T
h

ey
 exercise 

lead
ersh

ip
, g

o
v

ern
m

en
t, sp

iritu
al d

iscern
m

en
t an

d
 

d
iscip

lin
e. 

D
eacon

 S
hepherds care fo

r an
d

 n
u

rtu
re a sm

all g
ro

u
p

 

(“fl
o

ck
”) o

f m
em

b
ers/

p
articip

an
ts, in

 co
llab

o
ratio

n
 

w
ith

 th
e P

arish
 C

are C
o

m
m

ittee an
d

 th
e P

asto
r; an

d
 

co
llab

o
rate w

ith
 o

th
er co

m
m

ittees an
d

 g
u

ild
s to

 

su
p

p
o

rt th
e care an

d
 n

u
rtu

re o
f th

e co
n

g
reg

atio
n

.

H
Y

M
N

 a
n

d
 S

E
R

M
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