The LORD said to Moses, “Go
down at once! Your people,
whom you brought up out of
the land of Egypt, have acted
perversely.” Exodus 32:7

Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you, O LORD,
my rock and my redeemer.
Psalm 19:14

I press on toward the goal, to-

ward the prize of the heavenly

call of God in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3:14

Jesus said to them, “Have you
never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cor-
nerstone; this was the Lord’s
doing, and it is amazing in our
eyes’?” Matthew 21:42
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To Our Guests

We are glad you are with
us. Please sign the guest
book by the front door and
fill in a visitor’s card from
the pew pocket. After the
service enjoy a cup of fair
trade coffee with friends in
the Fellowship Hall.

THE FONT OF IDENTITY
ttt

Introit (2x)
Make me an instrument of Your peace.
Where there is hatred let me sow love.
Make me an instrument of Your peace.
Where there is injury let me sow pardon.

Proclamation
In life and death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,

we trust in the one triune God, whom alone we worship and serve.

Baptismal Blessing

*Hymn 21
“Many and Great, O God, Are Thy Works”

Litany of Remembrance (see insert)

*Response 575 (2x)
Lord, have mercy upon us;
Christ, have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Declaration of Grace and Gratitude

*Response 642, refrain (2x)
Heleluyan, we are singing, Hele, heleluyan.
Heleluyan, now and always, Hele, heleluyan.

*Passing the Peace

Blessing the World
Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda

Response 487, v. 1
These treasured children present now are bound to us by sacred vow:
with love we make a heartfelt claim to welcome them in Jesus’ name.

First Pew

Response 487, v. 4

Come, Holy Spirit, help us be a nurturing community;
empower us to realize God’s kin-dom through our children’s eyes.

Welcome and Parish Life
THE WORD OF HOPE
tt+
Reading
Interlude

Lesson
Deuteronomy 34:1-5

Sermon
“Deconstructing Manifest Destiny”

*Hymn 642
“Heleluyan, We Are Singing”

THE BREAD OF LIFE
tt++
Prayer for Others
Offering Our Gifts

Offertory
“Wayfaring Stranger”

ttt

*Acclamation

With believers in every time and place
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God

in Christ Jesus, our Lord.

*Sending (2x)

The peace of the earth be with you the peace of the heavens, too.
The peace of the rivers be with you, the peace of the oceans, too.
Deep peace, flowing over you. God’s peace growing in you.

*Recessional

We are going on a
spiritual migration. This
world needs renewal. We
need to take an evolution-
ary journey to discover
change. We need to
create a new community
and a new future. Spirit
will guide us. We will
journey together. We will
care for one another until
the shift occurs: a higher
level of maturity for the
human family, a balanced
and just society, a healing
of all that has harmed us.
We are setting out to keep
an ancient promise. We
invite you to join us.
Bishop Steve Charleston
(Choctaw elder)

*Please rise in body and spirit.

Baptismal Blessing
Ojibwe Nibi (Water) Song,
English translation

Lesson Translation
New Revised
Standard Version

Sermons & Information
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MORE LIGHT

PRESOYTERIANS

Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church: An Inclusive Spiritual Community. We
welcome all who long for meaning, hope, and belonging. Our faith & practice @
are rooted in the way of Jesus and enriched by wisdom from all sources. We

are committed to being and becoming people of radical compassion, working

for justice and wholeness in ourselves and the world.

Sunday, October 11
Exodus 32:1-14 Isaiah 25:1-9 Philippians 4:1-9 Matthew 22:1-14
8:30 a.m. Early Service of Worship — Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Sunday Seminar — Fellowship Hall/ Zoom
11:00 a.m. Service of Worship — Sanctuary/Zoom
Sunday Studio Program — Children K-5th Grade — Classroom 2

Monday, October 12
Pastor Gusti on vacation through October 18 (see below)
Wednesday, October 14
6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal — Choir room
Friday, October 16

10:00 a.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal — Upstairs outside the choir room area

Sunday, October 18 * Guest Preacher Rev. Harry Daniel
Exodus 33:12-23 Isaiah 45:1-7 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Matthew 22:15-22
8:30 a.m. Early Service of Worship — Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Sunday Seminar — Fellowship Hall/ Zoom
11:00 a.m. Service of Worship — Sanctuary /Zoom
Sunday Studio Program — Children K-5th Grade — Classroom 2

PASTOR GUSTI WILL BE TAKING VACATION Monday, October 12 -
Sunday, October 18. Please contact your Deacon Shepherd for pastoral care
concerns. They will contact local pastors on call if needed. Rev. Harry Daniel
will preach October 18.

SHEPHERDSTOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
100 W. Washington Street ® PO Box 268, Shepherdstown, West Virginia 25443 e 304-876-6466
office@shepherdstownpresbyterian.org ® www.shepherdstownpresbyterian.org
Rev. Gusti Linnea Newquist (she/her) ¢ gusti@shepherdstownpresbyterian.org
Christa Joyce (she/her) Director of Children and Youth Formation e christa@shepherdstownpresbyterian.org
Sheila Melendez (she/her) Choir Director ¢ sheilamelendez@shepherdstownpresbyterian.org

Twenty-eighth Sunday October 11, 2026
Ordinary Time 11:00 a.m.

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

“Who may live on your holy hill?”
the psalmist asks. You answer by extremes
— “He whose walk is blameless”
far more subtle than “Don’t kill.”
Such persons won’t be shaken. Even in dreams
we are sorely shaken. We confess!

Our morning hymns rap inner greed
and famished souls, primed by
the Hebrews letter’s final exhortations.
By such standards we bend like reeds,
who still rebel against your love. Do I?
Confess? Rebel? (Prepare for lamentations!)

The sermon hones in on “The Lowly Path”
with “We are carefully watched at table
in this feast we call America.” How true:

the grossness of our GNP exceeds its math.

We play our global Cain and Abel.
I am shaken in my rigid pew.

Ed Zahnizer, from
A Calendar of Worship & Other Poems
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