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GHAPIEK FOUK- I'HE CUVENANI ANV [HE WVENAIN]L OlPF ]

God promised to bring the wilderness people to another form of manna called
LAND. This [and would be home. Here they would plow and plant and harvest+
Here they would raise their children, keep the Sabbath, and celebrate the
great festivals. Yahweh was glad but also worried a.bout the day when this
promise would come trve, Wauld a landed people become liKe Pharaohs ngf
with bis deals and (ittle deals, rich and Poor) OPPVESSorS and opPr€Ssed ? Yahwﬁh
br?Oded dhd' brooded and 'f‘hen came Up with a qun. C'I will bind myfe'F'f'o
this people iu covenant partnership. we wiil be attached *o €ach other.
we will be lovers, partners, friends forever!”

What o day i+ was when the covenantmaking ceremony took place at g
mountain called Sinail I+ was like a grand wedding. In +he midst of
lightning, thunder, smoke, and frumpet sounds God made +he covenant
romise. Yahweh would be this peoples God and wovld adaopt them as a
holy nation. [n deep gratitude the people would love God alone with

heart and soul and strength (Ex 19:1-8,DEUT ¢:4-5).

On that special day God
ave the pariner people a
beavtiful gift- the covenant

word. The gift described the

blessed way the people would
live becavse God loved them,
liberated them , and promised
to be their God. The grf+
showed them how to live
as joyFful manna people
on the land.

The leaders of |srael
went vp the mountainand
ga-zed upen Yahweh withovt
dying. They ate and,
drank +o celebrate their
house hold’s moving 1o a
new home (EXx 24:11).

The people sensed that this
was one of the 3rea+es+ dayS
siuce the world was creaufed.




Just when creation and angels began +to sinﬁg. The people did & STUPIO TNING.
+

They worsh
of course,
covenan.'- p
Gra,dUa.Hy
The cen

iped a golden calf made ouvtof their earrings (EX 32:1~29). G&d,
was wroth and MoseS shattered the covenant gift. Later Moses
+h God toforgive the people. Yahweh responded by repeating the
romis€s and giving the covenant gifta second Time (Ex 32:30- 34:35),
+he former slaves would embrace the gift which they called TORAH.
+er of the gift was “the ten words" or +he DECALOGUE :

When +he agreat cgvenan-i--making ceremony was over, the pecple went back
to their classes tn +he wilderness school, There Moses tavght them The
details of the Torah,including many ways to practice MANNA LIVING.
Here are several examples:

When the partnerpeople become
landed and harves+ theircrops,
Ttheywitl give +he first and the best
tenth of their crops +o God. Thus
They will remember that ALL BELONGS
TO0 GoD. For +wo years out of three
God wi | give the tenth back for
@ great feast During +his feas+
@ family wiil Know that God gives
and gives, They witl know +that
ahweh wants huwmaus fo enjoy the
boun-f-y oF +the ear+h (DEVT 14422-2¢),

A FAM”—Y FEAQTS ON ITS TITHE!
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OO IOVED TEAS! !ﬂs OUT goES5 NOT WantT Some To TeEAaAsT whil€ gTners 30 hunary.
This would disrupt the joyful manna balance - no one with 0o much ; no one Wi+th
too little. Therefore, every third year the people with NAHALA , land
inheritance, will give the tithe to those who have ne land, +hose whe
are most vulnerable - the poor, the widows, the orphans, sojaurners
and priests. In this way +he people share in Gods hOSpi'I‘a.lh‘-y, in "
the Creators work of "satisfying the desire of every I?ving +h;n3~
(bevT 14:27-29, 26:12-1%, P5am 145:15-16], Moses also taught +he people that
the day of releasing the tithe will be a day fo remember the exodus
from Egypt. Manna living will be a grateful response of a
liberated people! (bEUT (5:(-I5)

e take only what ®
@ sont :: woy Nwe heed. ?rhe res+ ,,l:'he" / 9"9/_" up,
vl“‘J‘\, on ¥ ihe is for the poor. the Joing To Keep

Covenant just
W ve ‘\'°°\\5\'.? { /_/ hike my grawd po., <:>

The covenant gift provided other ways to maintain manna balance. The
partner people will not cut their crops all the way vp fo +he watls. Neither
will they cut a second time or pick up what falls. What is not cut or
hot picked up will feed the poor and the sojourners. Thus +he people
will remewmber that Godowns all, and God'S manna. is forall. The
partner people witl take only what they need as they did in the

wilderness [LEV 19:9-10, 23:22; DEUT 24:19-22 ; RUTH 2:J-2].

MosSes (and other [eaders like Miriam) taught
+he people how to live in friendship

8

is 15a
NO O MUZZLING Tg‘rex!' with animals, For example, the partner
Muzzling denies Gods 5oc,-efy/ people will not put @ muzzle on the OX
manna. to oxen. ) which +reads ont+he grain [pevr 25:4),

oses and the people celebrq.-fed
+he wonder of the covenant 9if+,
Firs+ they were liberated from Eg_:{qp‘f:
Now they were liberated frowm the
slavery of exploiting o-rhers-inchfdmg
animals! This was shalom saciety:

Moses and the people gave Fhanks.
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vahe randest Par-l' of +he covenant word, the Torah, was the teaching
bous-l' Sabbath , God’s ift of +ime — time for resting, playing,sa'njinj,
4 3 s+ory+eltin3_, and time for savorin

ieking, feasting, ra_ying riv
froli -9" s with Godew\d others and hatvre CR2mew1b€f‘ friendships what

iendshi
fi';"e s all Paboui‘, not piling up stoff). Accerding fu the Torah, the gift

of Sabbath will be honored in three forms :

I. *he Sabbath day, 'the
seventh day of the week.

2.the Sabbath year, ‘Fhe
seventh year.

3. 'fhe jvubilee year, the

fiftieth year, +he J
grand Sabbathyear.

On Sabbath days the partner people will rest. wWhata giftof grace !
God lets the people know the world wiil not fall apart if they do not work
all the time [EX 20:%8~4,23: I2j, |+ doesn't even Full a,qu-f when God Takes

a day of F [ceEn 2:1-3].

On Sabbath years many joyful things will happen . The people and the
land witl rest (Ex 23:1), Work animals witl enjoy rest and refreshment
(Ex 23:12). There will be abundan+t food For atl (EX 23:1, LEV. 25:6-7), All
debts will be canceled-one way fo keep Pharach's Egqypt from happening.
[bEUT 15:1-11), AUl slaves witl go free with help to start ajar'n(DEUTIF-'IZ-ISJ_

on Jubilee years all land lost because

of debt or misfortune will go back to
d the original inheritor -Gods way of
assuring that this society witl never
become (ike Pharoah’s E9ypt with rich
and poor, land hoarders and |landless
slave workers. Bykeepiug fhe jubilee,
this people will live as Gods~..

CONTRAST SOCIETY.

[tev 25:8-55]

Jubilee =,
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Would ThE parTner people remain faithful To the covenant Iife? woulg
continue tolive the manna way? |f they were +o remain faithful,
knew that they would have tfo hold two qualities in balance:

the
Yahwez

RIGHTEOUSNESS . MfE‘RC.Y B
racticing ¢ .

: ds of the ompass)
{°“°w::3-2§‘:°;he Holy Torah, -l-ow:zrds‘.{.ze mof; 355ion
‘-°v.e?‘ describés +he manna vuinerable in society-the
“".'g: he just way To live together. widows,orp hans qnd sojourners,

U ?

Yahweh unders+tood that righteousness without mercy leads teo grumpy
legalism. On the other hand, mercy without righteousness leads +g
wishy-washy sentimentalism. The lover God wondered, “How can -+he
peoptle be helped to hold the two in balance ? How can they be deepened,
enriched, and renewed in the |ife of righteousness and mercy?”After
+hinkin3 and thinking, Yahweh decided to give fthe beloved peeople ane
more gift..,

THE GIFT OF WORSHIP,

The joyful activity when the partner people will confess Gods holy name
and will ascribe absolute worth +o Ged and +o God alone :

1srael: d you ghall love Yahweh your God
“ﬁﬂ'ﬁ“ 93 ';,ﬁ’é’a . gi-fh all your hear® and with all
No 15 7 60d. your soul,and with all yovr svfrens'f‘h.

[DEUT 6:4-9]




will also be a special time o remember, retells and give tha
hweh's saving acts in history, the +imes when the lover God lorac.‘h'ced

= Y;eousness and mercy in awesome ways, especially in the grea-t
igh

"‘:;'{-‘3era.'h‘on from Pharaoh’s E9ypt [0euT 26:1-11].
ar |

"}ship

.bero:tedf. We give yOU *Fhanks, O y Amen!
- Yahweh, God of lsrael:

B worshiping,-fhe people will incorporate themselves .in‘l‘o +he life of God.
BY confessing +he "HEAR,0 ISRAEL,"” by +ell|‘n9 t+he stori€s of God , by
sharin +he meal fo rememeber +he 3rea.+ EXobUsS Csx 13:3-10'05._”-,6'_,-91
and by offering thanksgiving, the people will immerse themselves
more deeply into the life aof God, inte partnership with God. This
rela.'l'ionship will empower the COmmuni'l'y +o act as Yahweh acts -

in RIGHTEOUSNESS and MERCY.

The worship of the partner people also included
the offering of sacrifices - the best animals
in the herd or flock and the first fruits.
The sacrifices took place ata tent [the
tabernacle]during the wilderness da S, at
holy places [c,;}qu, Shiloh, Shechem)during
the early days as a nation, and latér at
the temple in Uerusalem. Sacrifice was
notonly a power ful reminder that all things
belong to God. It alse served as a way of
restoring t+he divine-human relationship.

Through +he years worship came to include
many other forms- national thankgiving,
na.'l‘i‘ono,l lamen+, sorrow for sin, coranation
of Kings, harvest festivals, and celebra-
tions"of creation and +he Creator.




